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New Single Month Table Record 

July of 2005 was an outstanding month for the Bridge Center as we established a new 
single month table count record of 185.5 tables.  This surpassed the old record of 142 
tables, which was set in the month of June 2005.  July was the 7th month in a row where 
table counts increased over the previous month.  Since we were closed in August for one 
week for the Grand Rapids Regional, we won’ t be able to keep this trend going.  
However, August was the 12th consecutive month in which the table counts this year 
surpassed the previous year for the same month. 
 

2006 Calendar  of Events 
We have already started working on the 2006 calendar of special events for the Bridge 
Center.  Over the last couple of years we have tried quite a few special events, most of 
which turned out to be highly successful.  We don’ t expect 2006 to be an exception.  
Most of the popular events will be repeated again and we are always looking for new 
ideas to try something different.  If anyone has any ideas for something new and 
different, please contact Alan Bau. 
 

October  Special Games Month 
Virtually every game during the month of October is a special game awarding extra 
points.  The special games include Club Championships, Club Appreciation Games, 
Membership games, Unit Split Championships and local charity games. 
 

Thank You Phoenix Proper ties 
We would like to thank Phoenix Properties for their annual cookout on July 28th.  The ten 
tables that day comprised the largest single game since the Bridge Center was opened. 
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Upcoming Events at the Br idge Center  
 

Veteran’s Day– All Veterans Play Free - Friday, November 11th 
Sloppy Joe Saturday &  Farewell Snowbirds Par ty – Saturday, November 12th 
Mickey Mouse’s Bir thday Celebration – Friday, November 18th 

Turkey Shoot – November 14th to 19th 
ACBL Char ity Game – Monday, November 21st 

 
Bellson Ser ies 

The Bellson Series started on Thursday September 8th and lasts 8 weeks.  To recap: This 
series is named after Julius Bellson, the Kalamazoo area’s first Gold Life Master.  
Defending Champion is Steve Sears.  To be eligible for the trophy and extra points, you 
cannot play with the same player more than twice during the series.  The highest average 
score over the 8 weeks is the winner.  Your two lowest scores are thrown out.  There is 
more information posted on the website and the bulletin boards at the Bridge Center. 
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Website Changes 
Most of you know by now that all the daily scores are posted to the Bridge Center website, 
usually within a couple of hours after completion of the game.  Recently we changed the format 
of the daily results to now include the director’s name, the number of tables, the # of pairs in each 
stratification, MP limits and other information.  Any comments you have are always appreciated.  
For those of you that have trouble remembering the website address it is www.kzoobridge.com 
 
We have also added a new section to the website titled “Special Events at a Glance” .  If you click 
on this link you will be taken to a listing of all of the special events for the remainder of the year.  
Events are somewhat listed in chronological order.  However, if an event repeats itself during the 
year, all of the dates will be listed under one heading. 

 
 
 

Please Welcome our Newest Br idge Player ! 
 

Leonard Brown 
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The 2nd Annual 2-Session Club Championship was held July 30. 
Everyone enjoyed a Potluck and BBQ dinner  between sessions. 
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Did You Know?? 
 

Rules of the Game 
 

Law 74B3 (Conduct and Etiquette) states it is a violation to detach a card from one©s 
hand before it is your  turn to play. No specific penalty is listed for  this violation, but 
a director  could choose to award an adjusted score if he feels that the opponents 
have been damaged by this action or  a procedural penalty if he feels that the player  
involved should know better  than to do this. 

 
 

LOCAL BRIDGE HISTORY – THE FIRST YEAR 
Jean Toivainen 

 
Art Nevins, Donald Crose, and Richard Heintz played bridge during their lunch break at 
work.  Richard tried duplicate on a trip to Boston and suggested that they try to start a 
local duplicate club.  There was an article in the Kalamazoo Gazette about their plans 
which helped them to reach others who might be interested.  The first game was held in 
October, 1958 at the Knights of Columbus Hall (where all of the early games were held) 
with Edward Hiss as the director.  By March, the club had grown to 41 charter members.  
They adopted a constitution and elected officers:  Thelma Sharum (President), Art Nevins 
(Vice President), Richard Heintz (Treasurer) and Julius Bellson (Secretary). During these 
early years, the attendance varied between 6 and 11 tables.  In an 11 table game, the 
winners were awarded .22 masterpoints (today 1.10). 
 
The first Sectional was held in January, 1959 at the Burdick Hotel under the 
Chairmanship of Thelma Sharum.  150 players attended (25 of them were Life Masters).  
Thelma was quoted in the Gazette as saying, “ the turnout for the event was very good in 
view of the adverse weather conditions in southern Michigan” .  The events were not what 
we usually find:  2 session open pairs, men’s pairs, women’s pairs, mixed pairs, and a 
team event.  It was so successful that Kalamazoo was awarded the January Sectional 
permanently. 
 
At this time rubber bridge was extremely popular.  Charles Goren hosted his TV show in 
1959.  Because the Gazette thought that there was enough reader interest, it regularly 
printed the game results of the new duplicate club.  Thanks to Art Nevins, Marge Bellson, 
Joan Young, Bob Houtrow, Allen Schwenk, and Orrin Parmalee. 

 
 

 
 

I t was recently announced that the St. Joseph Sectional would be cancelled.  
I t was or iginally scheduled for  November 11 -13, 2005. 
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Attention Kalamazoo Area Cooks! 
We all know what great cooks live in the greater Kalamazoo area. If you don’ t, just come 
to one of our potlucks and you will be amazed at the quality and quantity of culinary 
delights. If you are looking for other examples, look below for two recipes from the  
2-session potluck. Both versions of the Oriental Salad recipe were requested many times. 
It has been suggested that we organize some of our great recipes into a Kalamazoo 
Bridge Center Cook Book as a fund raising program for the Bridge Center or possibly for 
the Kalamazoo Sectional Tournament.  If used toward the Bridge Center, the funds would 
go entirely toward improvements to the center, upgrading equipment, or providing some 
sort of benefit for the local players.  What do you think?   
 
 

 
Oriental Salad                               Norma Sierp    2005 

  
Make in three parts - Combine just before serving 
     (1) l6 oz. bag of green & red cabbage slaw with carrots 
          6 green onions - chopped 
     (2) Sauté until light brown: 
          4 tbsp. butter 
          1/4 cup sesame seeds 
          1/4 cup sliced almonds 
          1 pkg. Ramen noodles - crumbled (do not use season pkg.) 
     (3) Dressing: 
              1/3 cup oil 
              1/3 cup vinegar 
              1/3 cup sugar 
              1 Tbsp. soy sauce (opt.) 
    
   Add dressing just before serving. 
 
 
 
 

Or iental Salad   Judy Harr is  2005 
  
1 package beef ramen noodles 
8 ounce package cole slaw vegetable mix 
3 to 4 ounce package slivered almonds, toasted 
1/4 cup salted sunflower seeds 
2 or 3 green onions, chopped 
  
DRESSING 
  
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
1/3 cup cider vinegar 
1/4 cup sugar 
Seasoning packet from ramen noodles 
  
Break up ramen noodles (do not cook).  In large bowl combine noodles, cole slaw vegetables, almonds, 
sunflower seeds and green onions.  In small bowl, combine dressing ingredients; pour over salad just before 
serving; toss to coat evenly.  10-12 servings 
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Cleanup Day 
On August 15th a group of volunteers assembled at the Bridge Center to form the cleaning 
brigade.  We cleaned the windows, the mini-blinds, the tables, chairs, cup holders, bidding boxes, 
boards, picture frames, tile floors, refrigerators, computer area, straightened the store room, 
repaired boards, and a host of other activities.  It took us about 5 hours to complete the job.  We 
would like to recognize and give our thanks to the efforts of Sherry Butler , Margene Fuller , 
Eileen Mischler , Rosalie Philipp, Clayton Rowland and Jean Toivainen for their assistance.  
Without their help it would have taken Catherine and Brenda and Alan days to complete the work 
that was done in an afternoon.  Your help was really appreciated and the Bridge Center looks 
great. 
 

Unit 195 Board of Directors 
2006 is another election year for the Unit 195 board of directors.  We are in precinct 4 of Unit 
195.  Our precinct currently has 4 board members.  Alan Bau, Tom Eadie, Judy Euler & Marian 
Vyverman.   Each board member serves a 4-year term.   Alan and Tom’s terms expire in 2006.  
Each precinct within the unit is allotted 2 board members and then additional board members 
based on the number of ACBL members in each precinct.  The cutoff point for 4-board members 
is 250 ACBL members.  Based on a fairly recent count Precinct 4 had 252 ACBL members.  As 
you can see that we are right at the threshold of keeping 4 board members.  If we can stay above 
the 250-mark precinct 4 will continue to be the largest precinct in the unit.  If there are any 
players out there that do not belong to ACBL, we would ask that you consider becoming a 
member.  Not just to keep our count above the 250 mark, but also because we believe there is 
good value in belonging to the ACBL. 
 
 

New Members of 70% Club 
Margene Fuller  and Sally Mounger  are the newest members in the 70% club.  Playing in 
the Non-Life Master  game on July 13th they scored a whopping 72.02% game.  This is the 
second highest game in the NLM section of the club.  This missed being number  one by less 
than .5%.  Congratulations to our  newest 70% club members. 

 
 

Flight C Players Beat up on Field in NAOP Qualifier  
It was Monday evening July 11th and the beginning of the second week of NAOP qualifying 
games at the Bridge Center.  There were seven tables of some of the area’s best players, 
admittedly a tough field.  Out of the field of 28 players, there were 3 Gold Life Masters, 8 Silver 
Life Masters and 6 Bronze Life Masters.  The expected winners were fairly predictable, but 
things didn’ t exactly turn out as one would expect.  Taking the field by storm were N/S Paul 
Lafer r iere & Beth Bradburn and E/W Marian Gilber t & Sally Mounger .  Paul & Beth had a 
61.36% game and Marian & Sally had a 55.46% game.  Congratulations!  The rest of the flight C 
players should be heartened by the accomplishments of these players. 
 

National Hot Dog Day 
In the Any Reason to Have a Party Department we celebrated National Hot Dog Day on Friday 
July 22nd.  Everyone was treated to hot dogs and chips in both the NLM afternoon session and the 
Open Evening Session, which also happened to be the 3rd in a series of International Fund Games.  
Keep your eyes posted on the website and bulletin boards at the Bridge Center for upcoming 
events and parties. 
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Ellen Wilson Biography 

By Bette Chavoya 
 

   Ellen Wilson was born in Bremen, Indiana. Her father, a cabinet maker in Germany, emigrated 
to the United States and worked for the Studebaker Company in South Bend, Indiana for the next 
25 years. An entrepreneur, he also purchased movie theaters in Berrien Springs, Sturgis and 
South Bend. The family learned to manage the in-theater end of the movie industry from tickets 
to popcorn to reel to reel. 
 
   The family moved to Berrien Springs, Michigan where Ellen completed her senior year of high 
school. She soon met and married Richard Wilson who worked as a commercial salesman for his 
uncle, owner of Dean’s Dairy. The first three years of marriage blessed the couple with three 
children and a fourth child followed 4 years later. 
 
    In 1954, through his dairy sales contacts, Richard met an archery coach and developed an 
interest in the sport. He gained expertise in bow making and was subsequently hired by the 
Shakespeare Company in Kalamazoo to head their archery department. Richard had shared the 
archery interest with Ellen and both demonstrated an aptitude for it. Through many hours of 
practice, their desire to compete grew and they became competition quality archers. Thus began a 
25 year love of competing in archery contests. The family traveled in a camper from New York to 
Arkansas, many points in between and coast to coast to participate in local, state and national 
level archery tournaments. 
 
   As Ellen continued to excel in competitive archery, her husband elected to coach. Ellen’s best 
ever competition was to place 4th in the Nationals. She was contacted by Michigan Outdoors 
Magazine to film a half hour TV program entitled the Adventures of Lady Archer. The filming 
took place on Manitou Island, however, there were so many mishaps during the shooting, due to 
the weather and nature in general, the title was changed to The Misadventures of a Lady Archer. 
 
   Ellen and Richard divorced when their youngest child was 12 years old. Ellen’s previous 
experience in her parent’s movie theaters prompted her to buy the Strand Theater in Paw Paw, 
Michigan and make it a family-run business for five years to help put their children through 
college. At the same time, Ellen worked at the Miller Lumber Company as a sales analyst. The 
next few years involved work in various businesses in sales, production scheduling, bookkeeping, 
key punch and finally retirement from 14 years of managing triage phone calls for Visiting 
Nurses. 
 
   A lady of many talents and interests, Ellen took bridge lessons for about a year with Bob 
Ashley at the Portage Senior Center. She then wanted to learn duplicate bridge and played at the 
fire station for a short time and attended duplicate lessons at the new Bridge Center with Alan and 
Brenda Bau. She is always a pleasant partner and/or opponent, strives to improve her game and in 
her retirement years enjoys the bridge community several days a week.   
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Tournament Results 
 

Lethbr idge, Alberta Sectional -  
Fr iday Evening Open Pairs 
Grace and Glenn Terborg - 3rd in B 
Muskegon Sectional – July 15 – 17 
Fr iday Afternoon Pairs 
Bill Nor throp &  Tom Eadie – 3rd in A 
Fr iday Evening Pairs 
Bill Nor throp &  Tom Eadie – 1st in A 
Saturday Morning Pairs 
Allen Schwenk & Don Jones – 4th in A 
Mar ian Vyverman &  Tom Eadie – 6th in A 
South Bend Sectional – August 5-7 
Fr iday Evening Open Pairs 
Bill Nor throp &  Bob Houtrow – 4th in A 
Sunday Swiss Teams 
Ar t Nevins, Jeanine Dow, Tom Eadie &  Tom Johnson – 4/5 in A 
Mar ian Vyverman, Eileen M ischler , Margene Fuller  &  Dorothy Parent – 4th in B 
 
Grand Rapids Regional Results – August 15-21 
 
Tuesday Choice Pairs 
Beth Armstrong &  Bill Nor throp – 2nd in A, 1st in B 
Sharon Jenness &  Elaine Tallackson – 5/6 in B 
Mar ian Gilber t &  L inda Har tman – 5/6 in C 
Wednesday Open Pairs 
Joan Young &  Orr in Parmelee – 5th in A, 2nd in B
Mar ian Gilber t &  Sally Mounger  – 2nd in C 
Thursday PM NLM Swiss 
Dave Shafer  &  Mar ian Gilber t & Bette Chavoya &  Barbara Harr is – 1 / 2 
Thursday Open Pairs 
Jeanine Dow &  Ar t Nevins – 3rd in A 
Thursday Evening Side Game 
Tom Johnson &  Helen Ward – 5th in B 
Fr iday PM Side Game 
Dolly Brogger  &  Eunice Green – 4/5 in C 
Fr iday Open Pairs 
Harold Karnes &  Tom Eadie – 4 in A 
Saturday AM Side Game 
Jim Keckler  &  John Ferry – 2nd in A, 1 in B 
Dave Shafer  &  Barbara Harr is – 6th in A, 4th in B, 2nd in C 
Saturday Afternoon Side Game 
Paul Lafer r iere &  Elizabeth Bradburn- 4th in C 
Fr iday/ Saturday Knock Outs 
Bill Nor throp, Beth Armstrong, Darryl Harr ison, Dave Pingel – 3 / 4 
Sally Mounger , Naomi Weitzman, Elaine M ickelson, Marcia Trappen – 3 / 4 
Sunday Swiss Teams 
Don Jones, Allen Schwenk, Dodie Beckman, Darryl Harr ison – 8th in A, 1st in B 

 
����
Alan Bau      Mar ian Gilber t 
alanwbau@amer itech.net    msgilber t1@char termi.net 
269-372-9299      269-372-2837 


