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Kalamazoo Br idge Center  
 

   All of us involved with the Kalamazoo Bridge Center would like to wish you and your family a 
Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah and a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Another year is rapidly drawing to a close.  It is difficult to believe that the Bridge Center is well 
into its 3rd year already.   Support continues on an upward trend with current year table counts 
exceeding the prior year for the same month for 15 consecutive months.  Additionally, our roster 
of players continues to increase, despite having lost several players over the past year.  Our 
current goal is to maintain 4 months of normal operating expenses in our treasury and we are 
meeting this goal.  Our non-life master games are doing better than expected with many new 
players and/or players that are playing more often than in the past.  In short, the Bridge Center is 
doing well and the prospects for the future look bright.  We currently have 10 people enrolled in 
Beginning Bridge Classes, and we hope some of them will become duplicate bridge players.  We 
have lots of ideas for some new special events as well as on-going Bridge Center improvements.  
While things are generally looking very good, there are still plenty of things to work on to keep 
things on this upward trend.  We need to work on the Friday evening and Saturday afternoon 
games and the Mentoring and the Adopt a Newcomer program also require some attention.  The 
Mentoring Program needs to be re-energized and the Adopt a Newcomer program really has not 
gotten started.  Both of these programs are important to our future success.  If you would like to 
get involved, please see Alan. 
 

Christmas Party Rescheduled 
Due to some scheduling conflicts, the Christmas Party and Potluck has  

been moved to a 12:15 p.m. start time on Saturday December 17th. 

New Year’s Eve Party 
Our 3rd annual New Year’s Eve Party will start at 7:30 p.m. with the game starting at 8:00 p.m.  
This year’s event will be a Super  Club Championship, which awards higher points.  The entry 
fee will again be $7.00 per player.  The Bridge Center will provide the food and refreshments for 
this gala affair.  Champagne anyone?  If you would like to bring a dish to pass you are more than 
welcome to do so.  ACBL recently awarded the Super Club Championship to the Kalamazoo 
Bridge Center for recruiting 10 new ACBL members.  
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Bill Nor throp Wins Bellson Ser ies 
Bill Northrop easily won the 2005 Bellson Series. He posted a whopping 63.14% average! 
Catherine Gay came in 2nd with a 55.81%, Tom Eadie scored 55.32% to take 3rd and Dave Shafer 
came in 4th with a score of 53.57%.  Congratulations to all!  Most likely this series will be 
changed somewhat next year.  If anyone has any ideas, we would like to hear them. 
 

Fr iday Evening Br idge 
 

   We are going to give the Friday Evening game one more year to become a success, or we are 
going to drop Friday Evening Bridge in 2007.  We will be trying a series of new programs 
targeted at boosting attendance and making Friday evening a viable game. 
   Something that is being considered to give the Friday Evening game a boost is the formation of 
a Bridge League.  The basic format would be a series of team games, consisting of 24 board 
matches.  We would play on Friday evenings using a round robin format.  To allow for absences, 
teams would consist of from 4 to 6 players to a team and occasional substitutions would be 
allowed.  Masterpoints would be earned for each win and overall awards would be given at the 
conclusion of the series.  Overall awards would be based on Victory Points accumulated over the 
series.  From what we understand, masterpoints from a team game are considerably higher than 
normal pairs games. 
   To even out the playing field, we will flight the series, handicap it or do something to give 
everyone a chance. This program is still in the early development stage and most likely changes 
will be made to the format, rules, etc.  We will keep everyone informed as we move forward with 
this program.  If there is sufficient interest in the Bridge League we will most likely start in 
January 2006.  If you are interested in this program there will be a sign up sheet at the Bridge 
Center.  If you have any questions or ideas, please contact Alan Bau (269) 372-9299 or 
alanwbau@ameritech.net. 
 
 
 

Passings 
�

The Br idge Center  would like to extend condolences to the families of  
Jeanette Edwards, Marge Keegan, Gene Wiegand and Norma Sierp.  

 
We would like to extend our  condolences to Jim Keckler  

 on the recent loss of his daughter , Karen. 
 

Welcome Back! 
We are happy to have the following players back at the br idge table after  they have 

spent some time recuperating from illness/surgery. 
Brenda Bau, Sheryl Miller , Mar ian Vyverman and Bill Kelser  

 
 

Zero Tolerance 
   We remind everyone that the Kalamazoo Bridge Center is a Zero Tolerance Club.  If anyone 
has any questions about the details of the Zero Tolerance program, they are posted on the website 
and a printed copy is available on the bulletin board at the Bridge Center. 
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Farewell Snowbirds Par ty –  Also known as Sloppy Joe Saturday – The party was held on 
Saturday, November 12th.  We will miss all of our friends that are heading for warmer climates 
and away from our upcoming winter wonderland. 
 
 

Pictured below are the snowbirds that were in attendance at the game: 
L to R – Sally Mounger , Carol Shahan, Char  Slager , Anne Grandstaff, K itty Fisher  

 
 
 

 
 

 
We hope that all of our friends that will be heading toward warmer climates for the winter will 
have a safe journey, keep an eye on the weather reports, and enjoy the holidays and all of that 
warm weather.  Think of us often and come back soon! 
 
 
 

New Event!!  
 
   We are starting a new event on the first Wednesday of each month at the Non-Life 
Master games beginning December 7th.  L inda Hartman and Holly Harr ington have 
agreed to coordinate a potluck dinner at 6:15 preceding the game. We are asking those of 
you who will be bringing a dish to also bring a copy of your recipe. This will help us start 
collecting those delicious recipes and perhaps lead to an enjoyable way to raise some 
money for the Bridge Center improvements. Please join us for a fun way to start our Non-
Life Master games! 
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~ New Additions to the Website ~ 

 www.kzoobridge.com 
 

1. The player roster with phone numbers and email addresses is now on the website.  We ask that 
each player review his/her listing and notify Alan if there are any errors. 

2. Direct links to the ACBL website to check your Masterpoints and standings in the Ace of Clubs 
and Mini-McKinney races. 

3. The 2006 Kalamazoo Sectional schedule has been posted on the website. 
4. The 2006 calendar will be available shortly.   
5. A picture of the Bridge Center has also been added.  Please let Alan know if that had any 

significant effect on the time it takes to download information. 
 
 

 

New Players 
 

Please welcome the Br idge Center ’s newest player ! 
JoAnn Seagly 

 
 

Rules of the Game 
Several months ago we announced that in each issue of the newsletter we would review one of the rules of 
Duplicate Bridge to help players better understand the rules of the game.  In the September newsletter we 
discussed detaching a card from your hand before it is your turn to play is a violation of the rules. In July, 
we reviewed the proper procedure for making Claims, in May there was a review of proper Dummy Play.  
In this issue, the subject is the use of the Stop Card.  The Stop Card is intended to slow down your left hand 
opponent in order to eliminate them giving any unauthorized information to their partner.  For example: a 
pause could mean they may have a bid to make, but they are uncertain about what bid to make, while a 
quick pass would mean “partner, I have nothing” . 
 
If you and your partner decide to use the Stop card, you must be consistent and use it anytime you or your 
partner make a jump bid during the auction.  If one of your opponent’s uses the Stop Card, you are required 
to wait 10 seconds before making a call.  During this time, you are supposed to be thinking about what call 
to make.  Once 10 seconds has elapsed you may make any call you wish.  You do not have to wait for your 
opponent to pick up the Stop Card. 
 
According to a recent article in the Bridge Bulletin, waiting 10 seconds is required any time the opponent’s 
make a skip bid of any kind, even if they do not use the Stop Card. 
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Calling All Cooks!  
 We have been saying for some time now that Kalamazoo Bridge Players are some of the 
best cooks in the country, as evidenced by the great food that is on display at our various 
potlucks.  
 We are considering organizing a cookbook of all the great recipes that we have enjoyed 
the last 2 years at our potlucks. We are looking into costs and organization requirements to have it 
published with the proceeds to benefit the Bridge Center.  Although we haven’ t decided exactly 
how to use any profits, we can tell you that it will go toward improving playing conditions or 
some type of player benefits. If you would like to volunteer to chair this project or volunteer with 
the committee, please contact Marian Gilbert or Alan & Brenda Bau. 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Fr iday After  Thanksgiving 

At the moment we have games scheduled for the Friday after Thanksgiving.  However, 
we would like to know if there is any interest in either of these games.  There is a sign-up 
sheet at the Bridge Center for those that want to play in either or both of these sessions.  
If there is sufficient interest we will run games.  We will notify everyone on Wednesday 
November 23rd. Please sign up if you would like to play so we can make an informed 
decision. Thanks! 

New Year ’s Eve Par ty 
The 3rd Annual New Year’s Eve Party is scheduled for December 31st @ 7:30PM. 
To properly plan for the refreshment requirements we will be taking reservations. 
 

ACBL-Wide Char ity Game – Monday November 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
 We will be playing the same hands that are being played in the Denver Nationals.  
Hand records and analysis will be available at the conclusion of the event.   Since 
ACBL fees are considerably more than normal for this special event, the entry fee for 
the evening will be $6.00. 
 

STAC Week - December 5th thru December 10th 
 All games award Silver Points during the entire week.  The Unit is picking up the 
added ACBL fees, so normal entry fees will apply to all games.  Hand records will be 
available at the conclusion of each game. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Local Char ity Games - Amer ican Red Cross 
 

    Thanks to a good turnout during the period of October 3rd thru October 8th, the Kalamazoo 
Bridge Center donated $170 to the American Red Cross Hurricane Relief Fund. 
    ACBL requires all sanctioned bridge clubs to run a local charity game once a year with the 
proceeds given to a charity of our choosing. With all of the recent hurricane problems we decided 
to donate the money to the American Red Cross Hurricane Relief Fund.   Thanks to your ongoing 
support of the Bridge Center we were able to make this contribution on behalf of the Bridge 
Players in greater Kalamazoo.  Thank you. 
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Ser ies Events – We are planning to expand the series events for 2006.  Our current thinking is described 
below for your review and comment. 

·  Bellson Ser ies – would continue in the early fall season with the following changes.  Scores for 
both Tuesday and Thursday games would be included.  Your top 10 scores would be included.  
You cannot play with the same partner more than 4 times.  All other rules remain the same. 

·  Club Championship Ser ies – This series is dedicated to the memory of all local area duplicate 
bridge players.  The series includes all Club Championship Games, Unit Split Championship 
Games, International Fund Games, ACBL-Wide Charity Fund Championship Games and Instant 
Matchpoint Games.  Open games only.  To be eligible you must play in at least half of these 
events.  All games count in the scoring.  You must play with a minimum of three partners over the 
course of the series.  Directors or other players playing with a non-scheduled partner may elect to 
have their scores excluded at the conclusion of the game.  The winner receives two free game 
certificates and gets their name engraved on a plaque that will be displayed at the Bridge Center. 

·  Spr ing NLM Ser ies – The Spring Series involves Non Life Masters only.  The series only 
includes the NLM games at the Bridge Center.  (Wednesday evening & Friday afternoon)  Scoring 
will be based on the average score over a 2-month period, April & May.  You must play a 
minimum of 6 times to be eligible.  If you play more than 6 times, only your top 6 scores will 
count. To encourage players to play with other partners a bonus of .125% will be added to your 
score for each partner that you play with during the series.  A NLM is defined as anyone not 
reaching Life Master status.  Additionally, those that are not Life Masters, but have accumulated 
more than 500 MPs at the start of the series are not eligible.  The winner receives two free game 
certificates and gets their name engraved on a plaque to be displayed at the Bridge Center.  The 
top 4 players receive bonus masterpoints at the conclusion of the series. 

 
 

Bridge Center  Gift Cer tificates 
Can’ t find that last minute Christmas Gift for your Bridge Playing friends?  How about 
Kalamazoo Bridge Center Gift Certificates?  They are available in $5.00 increments at 
the Bridge Center – See Alan Bau - We also have convention card holders for $3.00. 
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 There are several area players ranked in the races for  Mini-McKinney and 
Ace of Clubs. I f you would like to check the cur rent standings, there is a new direct link on 
the kzoobr idge.com website. 
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Ter ry Coleman Biography 

By Bette Chavoya 
 
Terry Coleman©s childhood years were spent in St. Joseph, close to the shores of beautiful Lake 
Michigan.  The family was transferred out of state when his father, an engineer with the 
Whirlpool Company, was promoted to head the engineering department in the Clyde, Ohio plant.  
Terry graduated from Clyde High School, attended Ohio State University for two years, opted for 
a smaller campus and completed his degree in chemical engineering at Clarkson University in 
Potsdam, NY. 
  
His vocation took him to National Falls, NY where he was employed with the National Carbon 
Company for one and a half years.  He matriculated again at Ohio State University to complete 
three years of graduate work in chemical engineering and then returned to Clyde, Ohio as 
manager of Plastics Molding Company. 
  
Terry married his lovely wife Barbara in l964 and a son, David, was born in 1970.  The job with 
Plastics Molding was taking up 80 - 100 hours a week leaving little time to spend with family.  
Thus, Terry decided to make a life goal he had set for himself in the 8th grade a reality, to work 
for the Upjohn Company in Kalamazoo.  In 1970 he began work in the Research and 
Development Department, later moved on to the Production Department and retired in 1997. 
  
Shortly after the new Bridge Center opened, Terry joined us for a game and was welcomed not 
only to duplicate bridge and a new group of friends but to once again meet old friends at the 
bridge table.  These old friends, Mahesh Jariwala, Harold Karnes, Don Jones and other Upjohn 
employees enjoyed a lunch-time game and the social aspects of party bridge for about 25 years.  
Now that Terry has been introduced to duplicate, he maintains that party bridge holds little 
interest for him.  His wife, Barbara, is interested in learning duplicate bridge and will join us as 
when time permits.   Terry will soon have completed computer hardware, software and computer 
building courses at KVCC and expects to be back with us again after the first of the year.  He 
appreciates and has missed the camaraderie found at the Bridge Center. 
 
 

 

 
Br idge Player  News 

 
Ellen Wilson has moved to San Diego, CA. Her daughter accepted a transfer and 

 Ellen decided to move with her and enjoy the California weather as well.  
She plans to come back for extended visits during the summers, 

 so we expect to see her at the bridge table again. Best of luck, Ellen! 
 

Congratulations to these Newlyweds! 
 

Sheryl Miller ’s daughter was married on Saturday October 8th 
Glenn &  Grace Terborg’s son was married on Saturday October 15th 

Jim Nardi’s daughter was married on Saturday November 12th 
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We would like to offer  hearty congratulations to Barbara Harr is and 
Dave Shafer  for  placing first in C at the NAP Distr ict Finals!  

Best of luck in Dallas!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tournament Results 
 

Lansing NLM – October  8, 2005 
Mar ian Vyverman &  Margene Fuller  – 4th in C 
Dayle Harr ison &  Larry Simon – 6th in C 
 
For t Wayne Regional – September  19-25, 2005 
Tuesday Evening Side Game 
Linda Har tman &  Mar ian Gilber t – 3rd in A, 2nd in B &  C 
Fr iday Open Pairs 
Jeanine Dow &  Ar t Nevins – 6th in A 
 
NAP Distr ict Finals 
Dennis Carman &  John Koschick – 3rd in Flight A 
Tom Eadie &  Harold Karnes – 4th in Flight A 
 
Motor  City Regional October  17-23, 2005 
Wednesday Pairs 
Beth Armstrong &  Par tner  – 3rd in B 
Thursday Swiss 
Beth Armstrong’s Team – 2nd in A 
Swiss A/X  
Beth Armstrong’s Team – 8th in A 
 
 
Alan Bau       Mar ian Gilber t 
alanwbau@amer itech.net     msgilber t1@char termi.net 
269-372-9299       269-372-2837 


