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The Kalamazoo Br idge Center  Has Moved! 
 

During the game on Thursday, September 30th, it was announced that after the game we 
would like for everyone to pick up their chair and take it to our new location, which was three 
doors south of the old playing site.  That was assuming that we got the keys before the game 
ended.  Somewhere around the 3rd round, the landlord delivered the keys and as soon as the game 
ended, the move was on.  It was really an amazing afternoon. Everyone that was able picked up 
their chair and carried it to the new site.  Many of the players made several trips carrying chairs, 
tables, bidding boxes, pictures, bulletin boards, cabinets, snow shovels, computer equipment and 
a host of other things.  We emptied out the old Bridge Center and had everything moved within 
an hour.  It was fantastic the way everyone pitched in to help.  We thank you very much for all of 
your help.  It only took another hour or so to get things organized to the point of being able to 
hold a game.  Our first game was actually held on Friday evening, October 1st. 
 
 For those of you that have yet to visit the new Bridge Center, we are located at 648 
Maple Hill Drive in Kalamazoo.  The new site is 1,180 sq. ft. or about 50% larger than our old 
place.  It has been recently decorated with a new paint job, a new ceiling, and carpeting.  The 
lighting is quite good and we have blinds on the windows to keep out the glare from the sun 
bouncing off car windows.  Additionally, the new site has never had the water problems that we 
experienced at the old site. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Library News 
 

Art and Ellie Fitzgerald have generously donated a large number of books to our library. Please 
take a moment to look over our new materials and thank Art and Ellie. 
  
 Jean Toivainen has done an excellent job of organizing our library materials, including 
assembling a bulletin board displaying a variety of things about the game of bridge and our local 
players. We also have a board that is intended to display information about ACBL, District 12 
and Unit 195. Please take a few moments to look at these interesting and informative displays. 
 Thank you to Jean for also sharing the following story about her time in the Philippines. 
 

A Night of Br idge in Manila 
By Jean Toivainen 

 
 The Department of Defense hires certified civilian school teachers to staff the schools on 
the bases where the military are allowed to bring their families.  After three years of applying, I 
was accepted and sent to the Subic Bay Naval Base in the Philippines (on the tip of the northern 
island) as the middle/high school librarian.    

In 1970, in order to promote the new Precision System, Kathy Wei gathered together a 
group of star players who agreed to play Precision.  They went on a world-wide tour, playing 
matches in various countries.  I found out that they would be playing a match against the 
Philippine national team in Manila.  I decided to take the base bus to Manila (a several hour 
mountainous ride) to attend the open game that was scheduled.  There was an elderly man who 
needed a partner, so I decided to play instead of kibitzing as I had planned to do.  All of the 
Precision players played North-South; the rest of us played East-West. Before play started, it was 
announced that if any East/West pair could beat Belladonna-Garozzo, it would win $100. 

After 30 years, several things still stick in my memory of that evening. The first thing that 
I remember is how quiet it was (before bidding boxes!).  No voices were raised; bidding was done 
very quietly; there was no discussion between hands.  I was impressed with the demeanor of three 
of the star players in particular.  Alan Truscott was the perfect British gentleman (he even asked if 
I wanted to take a bid back because I did not understand Precision – this was before alerts.  I said 
no).  Dorothy Hayden (now Truscott) was a very gracious opponent.  I wish now that I had spent 
the evening kibitzing her. Kathy Wei (A.C.B.L. bridge ambassador) was very pleasant to play 
against. I had been looking forward all evening to playing against Belladonna-Garozzo (they had 
3 kibitzers watching them).  The director called a skip round.  Guess who I skipped!!  I am sure 
that I probably came in last, but it was a wonderful experience.   

The other teachers at the base did not know I was planning to stay overnight and return to 
the base the next day.  I was surprised to find out they were worried that I might have been 
kidnapped or murdered (the Communists were very active at the time; some people thought that 
they might overthrow Marcos). 
  
Jean Toivainen 
jtoivainen@earthlink.net  
      

Bellson Ser ies Results 
Congratulations go out to Steve Sears for winning the 10th Annual Bellson Series! He finished 
with a 55.77%! Sheryl Miller placed second, followed by Alan Bau, Catherine Gay and Brenda 
Bau. Congratulations to all the winners! 
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STAC Week 
 

For those of you in the hunt for silver points don’ t forget about STAC Week – December 6 – 12. 
This will be a nice opportunity to earn silver points at a club game. If you recall, the Unit has 
agreed to pick up the extra fees, therefore the normal entry fee will apply. 
 

November ’s Highlight Br idge Player  
Anne Grandstaff 

 
By Bette Chavoya 

 
 Anne Grandstaff began her life’s journey in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Graduates of Chagrin 
Falls High School included Anne and classmate, well-known comedian, Tim Conway. Of note: 
Anne had the lead in a school play while Tim had a walk-on part. Matriculation at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio brought Anne in contact with another famous celebrity, Ara Parseghian. 
Anne waitressed and served steak to the football teams on game day. Miami University bestowed 
a BS in Education, cum laude, on Anne and there she met and later married theatre Professor 
Russell Grandstaff. 
 Anne’s educational career included teaching in elementary schools in Oakland and 
Walnut Creek, CA; Kansas, Ann Arbor, MI; School Psychologist at VBISD and as a Title 1 
teacher and Supervisor of Instruction, Mattawan, MI. 
 Two children entered their busy lives – Tracy, now a producer at Comedy Central, NYC 
and Brian, a manager with Ford. Grandchildren include Kari, Maya and most recent addition, Zoe 
as of 8/16/2004, firstborn to the NYC family. 
 A new Bridge Life Master as of August 2004, Anne learned a bit about bridge as a 
kibitzer in college and then in 1991 entered the world of duplicate bridge through Audrey Grant 
lessons with Pat Gregg. 
 World travelers, Anne and Russ have just returned from a 3 week trip to China. Since 
retirement in 1991, they have visited 39 countries, taken 31 international trips and are snowbirds 
soon to escape the cold winter months of Michigan in the sunshine of Florida. See you in April! 
 
 

Br idge Player  News 
 

Dana and Glen Dickinson have announced they are expecting their  first child!! 
Congratulations, Dana and Glen! 

 
Bonnie Yackish is making small improvements every week. She is at Mary Free Bed Hospital in 
Grand Rapids. If you would care to send her a card, her address is: Bonnie Yackish, Mary Free 
Bed Hospital, Room 323, Bed #2, 235 Wealthy, SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
 
Linda Hartman is in the process of building and moving into her new Lake Allegan home next 
door to Jay Bortz. 
 
Art and Ellie Fitzgerald are settling in at their new home at the Fountains in Bronson Place. 
 
Barbara Brown is resting comfortably after successful back surgery. Get well soon, Barbara. 
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Kalamazoo Br idge Center Special Games:  The week of November 15th is Turkey Shoot week.  
Every time you play at the Bridge Center, your name will be entered in a drawing.  We will draw 
2 names and each winner will receive a gift certificate from Meijer’s. The more times you play 
during the week, the better your chances of winning. It is possible for one person to win both 
prizes and you do not have to be present to win. 
Chr istmas Party – We are planning a Christmas Party on Saturday evening, December 11th at 
6:30PM.  This will be a local charity game and will award extra points. We will be holding the 
regular Saturday day game as well.  Many of the details have yet to be worked out, including the 
menu.  Check the bulletin board and website for future announcements. In order to plan our food 
requirements, we will be taking reservations.  Please contact Brenda Bau. (269) 372-9299. 
New Year ’s Eve Party - Our 2nd Annual New Year’s Eve party will be Friday Evening, 
December 31st at 8:00PM.   This will be an open game.  The entry fee is $7.00 per player.  The 
Bridge Center will provide food and champagne, but all players are welcome to bring a dish to 
pass.  In order to plan properly, we are taking reservations.  If you would like to play, but need a 
partner, please contact Brenda Bau.  (269) 372-9299 
 

Wednesday Evening Game 
As of December 1, 2004, the Wednesday evening game will become part of the Kalamazoo 
Bridge Center.  This game is important to the future of the Bridge Center and we will be trying 
some new ideas to revitalize this game.  For some of the newer players, this game was once the 
most competitive game in the area and was the first duplicate bridge game in Kalamazoo.  It has 
fallen on hard times over the last several years, but we believe there is still hope. The first thing 
we are going to try is to offer a cash prize or jackpot, if you meet certain criteria. 
Jackpot Game Rules: 
The Bridge Center will start off the pot at $25.00, (at least initially).  Every time we have a full 3 
or more table game we will add $1.00 per table into the pot.  To win the pot, flight A players must 
have a 70% game, flight B players a 68% game and flight C players a 66% game.  To be eligible 
to win the pot, you must be an ACBL member and you must have played in the Wednesday 
evening game at least once during the previous 60 days.  In the event two or more pairs meet their 
flight requirements, the pot will be split.  The player with the highest masterpoint accumulation 
will determine the flight for that pair.  The flights are as follows: flight A = 1250+, flight B = 501 
– 1250 and flight C = 0 – 500. 
The jackpot will start on December 1st.  The 60-day requirement will be waived until February 1. 
 

Wednesday Evening Pizza Par ty! 
To celebrate the new beginning for the Wednesday evening game, we will also have a pizza party 
before the December 1st game. We intend to revisit what night of the week makes the most sense 
for this game.  A final decision will be made by the end of the year. 

 
We have several new players ~ Please welcome them! 

 
Dan Ward  Vernice Hanthorn  Mary Kaechele 

                    Harold Beu         James Chen                                 Jackie Martin 
   Jane Holman     Becky Sassaman     Wayne Sundquist 

Howard Trumbull Marge Trumbull   Terry Coleman 
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Kalamazoo Sectional Tournament – 2005 
It may seem a little early to be talking about the 2005 Kalamazoo Sectional Tournament, but we 
want this to be the best ever, and it is never too early to start planning and getting things going. 
 
One of our first tasks was to set up a schedule of events.  We would like to thank all of those that 
responded to our question on the schedule for the 2005 Kalamazoo Sectional Tournament.  While 
there was no clear consensus, we tried our best to reach a reasonable compromise, while still 
offering something new.  It is our hope that by trying some new things we will create more 
interest in our only local tournament of the year.  It is our sincere hope that the result of all of our 
combined efforts will be an increase in the number of tables, for the overall tournament as well as 
the individual events.  We will be asking many of you to get involved in some way to help make 
this tournament a success. 
 
The new schedule and stratification groups are as follows: 
Fr iday, June 3 
    1:00 pm    *Stratified Open Pairs 
    7:00 pm    *Stratified Open Pairs 
    7:00 pm    *Stratified 299er Pairs 
Saturday, June 4 
    9 am, 1:30 pm & 7 pm    Knock Outs 
    If there aren©t sufficient teams for two flights, the one bracket will be handicapped. 
    1:30 pm    *Stratified Open Pairs 
    7:00 pm    *Stratified Open Pairs 
    *All Stratified Open Pairs are single session events 
Sunday, June 5 
    11:00 am    Stratified Swiss Teams (play through) 
    (Food will be provided - cost will be included in the entry fee) 
Stratifications: 
    A = 1500 + 
    B = 500 - 1500 
    C = 0 - 500 
  
If you have any questions or comments please contact either of the Co-Chairs: 
  Alan Bau 372-9299 or Marian Vyverman 385-9255. 
 
 

Social Bridge Players try their hand at duplicate. 
 

   As everyone knows by now, we are always looking for new bridge players.  A potential 
source is all of the party and marathon players in the area.  There is little doubt that these players 
number in the hundreds. One of our new duplicate players, Jane Holman, recently invited 
Catherine Gay over to her house to run a duplicate game for the purpose of introducing duplicate 
bridge to Jane’s social bridge club.  There were 5 tables and, according to both Jane and 
Catherine, the event went well.  All players seemed to have enjoyed the event, but it is too early 
to know if any of them will become duplicate players.  Kitty Fisher will be hosting another 
session on Friday, November 19th, at the Bridge Center.  We are expecting at least 3 tables.  If 
anyone else would like to host such an event, please contact Alan Bau or Catherine Gay.  These 
games are free to the players. 
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Tournament Results 

Lansing NonLife Master Sectional 
Saturday – November 23rd Afternoon –      
Marian Vyverman & Eileen Mischler 4th in C                    
Traverse City Cherry County Sectional 
Friday – September 10th  
Marian Vyverman & Bette Chavoya – 2nd in C & 3rd Overall 
Saturday – September 11th 
Alan & Brenda Bau – 10th in A 
Fort Wayne – Fall Festival Regional 
Tuesday – September 28th Open Pairs 
Henry & Rosemary Williams     
Thursday - September 30th Swiss Teams 
Art Nevins, Tom Eadie, Jeanine Dow & Harold Karnes – 3rd in A 
Thursday - September 30th Evening Side Game 
Dayle Harrison & Matthew Fultz 
Sunday – October 3rd – Swiss Teams 
Glenn & Grace Terborg & Dave Shafer & Ellen Wilson – ½ in C – 1 in D 

National Amer ican Pairs Unit Results 
The NAP Unit Finals were held Sunday, October 10, 2004 at the Bridge Center. It was nice to see such a 
good turnout, including several players from the St. Joseph area. We were pleased to be able to hold a 
separate Flight C Section for the first time in several years. 
Afternoon Session North/South – 1st – Alan & Brenda Bau, 2nd – Art Nevins & Jeanine Dow, 3rd – Joan 
Young & Orrin Parmalee 
Afternoon Session East/West – 1st – Sheri Susemihl & Robert Trenary, 2nd – Donald Jones & Allen 
Schwenk, 3rd – Harold Karnes & Tom Eadie 
Evening Session North/South – 1st – Henry & Rosemary Williams, 2/3 – Harold Karnes & Tom Eadie, 
2/3 – Alan & Brenda Bau 
Evening Session East/West – 1st – Joan Young & Orrin Parmalee, 2nd – Art Nevins & Jeanine Dow, 3rd – 
Beth Armstrong & Jean Toivainen 
Flight C Afternoon Results – 1st – Glenn & Grace Terborg, 2nd – Carol & Richard Purdy, 3rd – Phil 
Horwich & Laura DeAlth, 4th – Marian Vyverman & Eileen Mischler 
Flight C Evening Results – 1st – Glenn & Grace Terborg, 2nd – Tom Shubert & Robert Devries, 3rd – Phil 
Horwich & Laura DeAlth, 4th – Dave Shafer & Ellen Wilson 
 
 
 

Terborg’s Win Distr ict NAP Finals! 
Congratulations to Glenn & Grace Terborg for winning Flight C in the District NAP Finals in 
Lansing on Sunday, November 7th! They beat out 25 pairs to qualify to advance to the NAP 

Finals in the upcoming National Tournament in Pittsburgh next spring.  
We hope you have a great time at the Nationals! Best of luck! 

 
 
 
Alan Bau       Mar ian Gilber t 
(269) 372-9299       (269) 372-2837 
alanwbau@amer itech.net   -6-  msgilber t1@char termi.net  


