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Kalamazoo Br idge Center  
 

   2005 is in the history books.  We have sent our snowbird friends to warmer climates 
and wish them a safe journey home in the spring.  We are saddened at the loss of some 
dear friends, but we are also thankful for our new friends.  We are also thankful for those 
that have recovered from various illnesses and injuries over the past year.  We are still 
recovering from the Christmas and New Year’s holidays and we begin looking forward to 
the promise of another good year in 2006 and breaking all those New Year’s resolutions. 
 
We are confident that 2006 will be our best year ever at the Bridge Center.  We have lots 
of programs on the agenda for the new year, with even more parties, special events and 
activities than ever before.  We are introducing a couple of new series events in 2006 and 
we are expanding the Bellson Series.  The calendar is available on the website for your 
review.  There are also many planned activities that are not yet on the website.   Keep an 
eye on the bulletin boards, the website and future issues of the newsletter. 
 
To ensure the on-going success of the Kalamazoo Bridge Center we need to continue 
doing what we can to bring in new players and encourage players to play as often as they 
feel comfortable in playing. We know there are lots of bridge players out there that would 
truly enjoy the game of duplicate if given the chance.  We also know that many of our 
current players would like to play more often, if they had partners.  We encourage you to 
seek out those players that would be willing to play more frequently and make a date. 
 
 

Bridge League  

 Based on the results of our recent survey, there appears to be sufficient interest in 
starting up a bridge league.  Our first organizational meeting was held on Friday January 
20th.  Watch the website and the bulletin boards for future announcements! 
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NLM Spring Series 
 
   The other new series that will be started in 2006 is for the Non Life Master crowd only.  
This series is scheduled to start May 3rd and runs through July 8th. 
 
The highest average score over the contest period is the winner. You must play a 
minimum of 8 times to be eligible. If you play more than 8 times, only the top 8 scores 
count.  To encourage players to play with other partners, a bonus of .125% will be added 
to your score for each partner that you play with during the series. A NLM is defined as 
anyone not reaching Life Master status. The winner receives two free game certificates 
and gets their name engraved on a plaque to be displayed at the Bridge Center. The top 4 
players receive bonus masterpoints at the conclusion of the series.  Scores from both the 
Wednesday Evening and Friday Afternoon NLM games count toward the series totals. 

 

The District 12 Website Has a New Look! 
    Have you visited the District 12 website lately?  The front page has a totally new look.  
Additional navigation links have also been added to make it easier to go from page to 
page. For those of you that have not visited the District 12 website the address is 
www.d12bridge.org  Contents of the website include: tournament information and 
results, information on special events, such as Grand National Teams, North American 
Pairs, information on local club games, listings of district and unit board members, links 
to other bridge related sites and information on the upcoming NABC in Detroit.   
 Stop by often, as like all websites, it is a work in progress. 
 
 

Passings 
�

The Br idge Center  would like to extend condolences to the family of  
Mabel Whitfield, of Battle Creek.  

 
Welcome Back! 

We are happy to have Barbara Harr is back to the br idge table 
 after  her  recent surgery! 

 
Best wishes to Betty Weadon and Julie Johnson on their  recover ies from recent 

illness. 
 
 

 

ACBL-Wide Char ity Game 
Alan & Brenda Bau placed 2nd in the District and 10th nationwide in the 

ACBL-Wide Charity Game held on November 21st. 



 3 

Chr istmas Par ty  
 

 Our annual Christmas Party & Potluck was held on December 17th.  There were 10 tables 
in play.  Dennis &  Susan Carman were 1st N/S and Mahesh Jar iwala &  Visho 
Sharma were 1st E/W. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our  New Event!!  
 
   We have started a new event on the first Wednesday of each month at the Non-Life 
Master games.  L inda Hartman and Holly Harr ington have agreed to coordinate a 
potluck dinner at 6:15 preceding the game. We are asking those of you who will be 
bringing a dish to also bring a copy of your recipe. This will help us start collecting those 
delicious recipes and perhaps lead to an enjoyable way to raise some money for the 
Bridge Center improvements. Please join us for a fun way to start our Non-Life Master 
games! 

Recent Survey 
We would like to thank all of you who participated in our bridge survey.  Your feedback 
is very important to us in managing the Bridge Center.  The results will be posted on the 
website in the near future.     

Bellson Series 
We are expanding the Bellson Series to include both the Tuesday and Thursday games.  The basic 
concept remains the same, except now you must play a minimum of 12 times, rather than 6, and 
you are now permitted to play with the same partner up to 4 times, rather than 2.  The series is 
scheduled to start Sept. 5th and run through Oct. 31st. 
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2005 Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKinney Results 
Mini - McKinney 

Rookie      Junior  Master   Club Master  
2 – Dolly Brogger   4 – Jane Holman  1 – Barbara Harris 
4 – Tom LeClear       2 – Emery Stickan 
8 – Elizabeth Bradburn       8 – Alex Luria 
10 – Paul Laferriere       10 – Phil Horwich 
 
Sectional Master   Regional Master  NABC Master  
8 – Linda Hartman   2 – Marian Vyverman  1 – Dayle Harrison 
10 – Bunkie Vandersalm  3 – Marian Gilbert  3 – Bette Chavoya 
     5 – Eileen Mischler  4 – Don Power 
     7 – Dave Shafer   6 – Sally Mounger 
         8 – Grace Terborg 
 
L ife Master    Bronze L ife Master  Silver  L ife Master  
7 – Sharon Jenness   4 – Orrin Parmelee  3 – Beth Armstrong 
     6 – Bill Northrop  8 – Steve Sears 
Gold L ife Master   8 – Alan Bau   9 – Brenda Bau 
         10 – Harold Karnes 
2 – Tom Eadie 
7 – Art Nevins 
9 – Jeanine Dow 

Ace of Clubs 
 
Rookie     Junior  Master   Club Master  
1 – Dolly Brogger   3 – Jane Holman  2 – Emery Stickan 
2 – Tom LeClear       4 – Barbara Harris 
         5 – Alex Luria 
         9 – Julie Shaw 
         10 – Phil Horwich 
Sectional Master   Regional Master  NABC Master  
7 – Bunkie Vandersalm   1 – Marian Vyverman  1 – Dayle Harrison 
9 – Linda Hartman   2 – Marian Gilbert  2 – Bette Chavoya 
10 – Ellen Wilson   4 – Dorothy Eppstein  3 – Don Power 
     5 – Eileen Mischler  4 – Grace Terborg 
         5 – Sally Mounger 
         7 – Margene Fuller 
         8 – Glenn Terborg 
L ife Master    Bronze L ife Master  Silver  L ife Master  
3 – Sharon Jenness   2 – Orrin Parmelee  2 – Steve Sears 
     4 – Bill Northrop  6 – Brenda Bau 
Gold L ife Master   5 – Catherine Gay  7 – Harold Karnes 
1 – Tom Eadie    7 – Alan Bau  
6 – Art Nevins    8 – Tom Johnson 
7 – Jeanine Dow   9 – Joan Young 
10 – Dennis Carman 
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New Players 
 

Please welcome the Br idge Center ’s newest players! 
Bob &  Julie Johnson, John Stephani, Dan Ryskamp, 

Sharon Green and Fran &  Mike Peiker t. 
Bob and Julie recently moved to the Kalamazoo area. Sharon recently completed 

the Club Ser ies. John is a fr iend and business associate of Dave Shafer . Dan played 
his first br idge game on New Year ’s Eve with his wife, Cather ine Gay. Fran played 

in her  first game at the Br idge Center  with fr iend, Radka Demarest. Fran’s 
husband, Mike, played at the Br idge Center  the next week. 

Welcome to all and we hope to see you often! 

 
 

 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming Events 
 

Wednesday Feb 1st - NLM Potluck - 6:15PM - please bring your recipes. 
  Contact Linda Hartman or Holly Harrington if you have any 

questions. 
 

Thursday Feb 2nd - This is Groundhog Day.  If Punxsutawney Phil sees his 
shadow, signifying 6 more weeks of winter, then we will run a Jr. Fund game 

at normal entry fees.  If he doesn©t see his shadow there will be a 
normal game. 

 
Saturday Feb 4th - This is the 1st of 3 International Fund Games in 2006. 

There will be hand records and analysis available at the conclusion of the game. 
Entry fee for this event is $6.00. This game also marks the 1st event in the 

new Club Championship Series. 
 

Monday Feb. 6th - Unit Split Championship Game 
 

Thursday Feb. 9th - Unit Split Championship Game 
 

Saturday - Feb. 11th, 18th &  25th - Jr. Fund Games - Normal entry fees apply 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Rules of the Game 

 
   Did you know that you have the right to see cards played on the last trick 
until such time as you turn over your card and place it face down on the 
table? 
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Br idge Classes  
As all of you know, we believe that regularly scheduled bridge classes are a vital part of 
the Bridge Center’s growth programs.  We have held bridge classes at various times and 
have had some success. However, we believe we can do a better job in recruiting students 
and getting the overall program better organized.  We also need to do a better job in 
getting students to start playing duplicate bridge.  To help in this effort we are very 
pleased to announce that Valer ie Roberts has agreed to coordinate the overall bridge 
classes program.  Watch the website, emails, and future newsletters for more information. 
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Unit 195 News – The unit 195 board met in Jackson on Saturday January 7th after the 
second session of the Jackson Sectional Tournament.  There are 3 noteworthy items to 
report. 

1. The board voted to continue the NAP subsidy again in 2006. 
2. The board also voted to continue the STAC subsidy in 2006. 
3. 2006 is an election year for unit board members.   

 
Unit 195 – Board Elections – As most of you probably know by now, we have two 
board seats that are up for election this year.  The terms of Alan Bau and Tom Eadie 
expire this year.  Board members whose terms expire in 2008 are Marian Vyverman and 
Judy Euler.  Allen Schwenk is currently our alternate board member and his term also 
expires this year.  The number of board members within each precinct is based on the 
number of ACBL members in good standing as of June 2006.  As of today, Precinct 4 
still qualifies for 4 board members, but we are very close to losing a board position.  We 
encourage all bridge players that are not currently ACBL members to consider joining.  
Membership forms are available at the Bridge Center or you can join on-line. 
 
The nominating committee is comprised of Marian Vyverman and Judy Euler.  If anyone 
wants to run for an open board position, please contact Marian or Judy at your earliest 
convenience.   
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Thank You! 

The Bridge Center has a new printer, thanks to Glenn and Grace Terborg.  They 
recently bought a new computer system and donated their old printer to the Bridge 
Center. The new printer is faster, has better print quality and can print in color.  We also 
need to thank Jeff Orwin for getting the printer set up and working properly. 
 
Thank you to Jeanine Dow who has given the Bridge Center several trinkets that she 
picked up from the Denver Nationals. They made nice prizes at the New Year’s Eve 
Party. 
 
We have Allen Schwenk to thank for the new poinsettia that is on display on the front 
table.  Allen gave us the poinsettia last Christmas and it is still thriving and on display at 
the Bridge Center.   Do any of you master gardeners out there know what to do to make 
the leaves turn red? 

 

 
Br idge Player  News 

 
Cather ine Gay recently per formed at Miller  Auditor ium with the Kalamazoo 
Concer t Band along with the Dixieland Ramblers. They gave an outstanding 

per formance on December 2 in front of a packed house!  
Congratulations, Cather ine! 

 
 
 

Club Championship Series 
 
For some time now we have been trying to find a way to remember and honor all of our Bridge 
Playing friends that are no longer with us.  Starting in 2006, we are trying something that we hope 
will become a permanent addition to our club calendar.  The series titled “Club Memorial 
Championship Series”  includes all Unit Split Championship Games, International Fund Games, 
ACBL-Wide Charity Fund Games, Instant Matchpoint Game, STAC games and a few other 
select games. Open games only.  To be eligible you must play in at least half of these events.  
Only the top 12 scores count in the scoring.  The highest average score over the series of events is 
the winner.  You must play with a minimum of three partners over the course of the series.  The 
winner receives two free game certificates and gets their name engraved on a plaque that will be 
on display at the Bridge Center. 

 
 

Mentor ing Program 
 

 We are in the process of updating the Mentoring Program. Please watch bulletin 
boards and the website as information is forthcoming.  
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Tournament Results 
 

Cascades Sectional 
Jackson, MI  
January 7-8, 2006 
 
Saturday AM Pairs 
Dennis Carman &  John Koschik – 1st in A 
Don Jones &  Allen Schwenk – 2nd in A 
Tom Eadie &  Harold Karnes – 3rd in A 
Cather ine Gay &  Bill Nor throp – 5th in A, 1st in B 
Mar ian Vyverman &  Emery Stickan – 6th in A, 2nd in B, 1st in C 
Don Power  &  Radka Demarest – 3 / 4 in C 
 
Saturday Afternoon Pairs 
Jeanine Dow &  Ar t Nevins – 2nd in A 
Mar ian Vyverman &  Emery Stickan – 3rd in C 
 
 
 

STAC Results 
 
The week of December 5th was District 12’s annual STAC week.  (Sectional Tournament at Clubs). 
 Local players making the overalls throughout the District are listed below: 
 
 
Monday Afternoon – Distr ict Wide 
 Bob Houtrow &  Bill Nor throp playing in Battle Creek - 8th in flight A 
Tuesday Afternoon  - Distr ict Wide 
Alan &  Brenda Bau - 1st in flight A, Ar t Nevins &  Jeanine Dow - 8th flight A, Glenn &  Grace Terborg 
- 8th in flight B 
Wednesday Evening – NLM Side Game – Br idge Center  only 
 Topsy Schlegel &  Sharon Green 1st, Don Power  &  Radka Demarest 2nd, Rosalie Philipp & Donna 
Richmond 3rd, and L inda Har tman &  Holly Harr ington 4th 
Fr iday Afternoon – NLM Side Game – Br idge Center  only 
 Margene Fuller  &  Eileen Mischler  1st, Chuck &  Sue Madden 2nd, L inda Har tman &  Mar ian Gilber t 
3rd and Char  Slager  &  Holly Harr ington 4th 
Saturday Afternoon - - Side Game – Br idge Center  only 
 Ar t Nevins &  Jeanine Dow 1st, Dennis Carman &  Bob Houtrow 2nd ,  Allen Schwenk &  Don Jones 3rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Bau       Mar ian Gilber t 
alanwbau@amer itech.net     msgilber t1@char termi.net 
269-372-9299       269-372-2837 


